
 
 

Being a National Hip Fracture Database Lead Clinician 
 

The National Hip Fracture Database (NHFD) lead clinician is responsible for the quality 

of the data submitted to the database from their site. They are also in charge of data 

governance and ensuring only the appropriate people have access to the data, as well 

as being the first point of contact for the NHFD. 

 

The lead clinician must be a consultant or SAS (Associate Specialist, Specialist grade, 

Speciality Doctor or Staff grade) anaesthetist, geriatrician, orthopaedic surgeon or 

physician. They are not necessarily the service lead for trauma within the Trust/Health 

Board, but a senior clinician with a particular interest in ensuring that patients with hip 

fractures receive the best practice standard of care. 

 

Each hospital must have at least one lead clinician, in fact we encourage each hospital 

to have three lead clinicians: one for orthopaedics, one for orthogeriatrics and one for 

anaesthesia. A person may also be the lead clinician for more than one site. 

 

Data accuracy 
 

The lead clinician should ensure that the staff collecting and inputting data to the NHFD 

are trained to do so. The NHFD user guide, available on the website, provides detailed 

instructions on entering and using the data. 

 

The lead clinician is responsible for the accuracy of the data submitted. To ensure the 

quality of the data we ask lead clinicians to: 

 

• make monthly accuracy checks to ensure the data on the NHFD matches the 

patient records – this should be done on approximately 15% of randomly 

selected cases. 

 

• check monthly the exceptions reports– in particular the unlikely combinations, 

where you should check X-rays and theatre notes against the submitted data. 

 

Regular meetings should take place with the data collector/inputters to deal with any 

data issues; feedback on how the hospital is performing should be given at this meeting. 

Any queries can be sent to the NHFD helpdesk for assistance.  

 

Other responsibilities 
The lead clinician is also responsible for ensuring that patient information about the 

NHFD is readily accessible for patients to see, for example displayed in the hospital in 

appropriate places, to ensure patients are informed about the audit. 

 

https://www.nhfd.co.uk/FFFAP/Resources.nsf/pages/NHFD+User+guides
https://www.rcp.ac.uk/media/ptvfhvl1/nhfd-patient-info-leaflet-v11-april-2021_0_0_0_0_0_0.pdf
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User access 
The lead clinician is responsible for authorising access to their own hospital’s data. 

 

Any registered user can create a user account for a new user: 

• log in to the NHFD 

• select ‘Request Access/Account Manager’, then ‘Register a user’ 

• enter the new user’s details and submit. 

 

This request will then automatically be sent to the lead clinician, who will need to log in 

and approve or decline it. A lead clinician can create a new user and authorise their 

access all at the same time. 

 

To reset forgotten login details, go to the login page and select ‘Reset password’ or 

‘Resend username’. 

 

Access levels 
 
 

Read only Full access 

Access patient records on a read only 

basis 

View available reports 

View their own monthly hospital report 

 

Can create/read/edit patient records 

View reports 

View their own monthly hospital report 

Export own hospital data 

Access to Resources and Archive 

 
Please ensure that only those users who need to enter/edit/export data have full 

access - for all but the lead clinician(s) and data inputters, read only access is usually 

sufficient. 

 

Retiring access 
 

When somebody no longer requires access to the NHFD the lead clinician should email 

nhfd@rcp.ac.uk to notify the NHFD team, who will remove the person’s access.  

 

Changing lead 
 

If the lead clinician wishes to step down from the role or leaves their site, they should 

nominate a new lead by emailing nhfd@rcp.ac.uk. The new lead should be in position 

before the old one leave. 

 

Please contact the NHFD helpdesk with any queries: 

nhfd@rcp.ac.uk 

020 3075 2395 
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